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A climate action plan (CAP) is a strategy document that sets goals and
outlines a set of initiatives that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

Using a GHG inventory as the foundation, a CAP defines GHG reduction
targets and identifies priority actions.

Municipal Operations 
Climate Action Plan

Community
Climate Action Plan

WHAT IS A LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION PLAN?
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WHAT IS A LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION PLAN?
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A CAP focuses on mitigation
initiatives that reduce or prevent GHG
emissions. 

When developing a CAP, a
community is encouraged to include
initiatives that provide both climate
mitigation and adaptation benefits



WHY IS A CAP IMPORTANT?
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Provides local governments with a framework
to facilitate coordination across departments
and community stakeholders
Identifies and prioritizes initiatives to
successfully reduce emissions
Serves as a roadmap for local governments as
they implement both municipal and
community-wide programs, projects and
policies



MUNICIPAL CAPS

6

56 total points available; 28 points for each level



6 COMPONENTS OF A CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

1
Analysis of 
Baseline Emissions

2
GHG Reduction Targets

3
Progress to Date

4
Mitigation Measures

5
Implementation

6
Monitoring, Tracking, 
& Adjusting Progress
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ANALYSIS OF BASELINE GHG EMISSIONS
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GHG Inventory: prerequisite to the CAP that 
establishes baseline of emissions

Administration Facilities
Vehicle Fleet
Streetlights and traffic signals
Solid waste facilities
Wastewater facilities
Water delivery facilities
Refrigerants



GHG REDUCTION TARGETS
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For example, if the government operations GHG inventory was based on 2020 data, the
target could be set as a 40 percent reduction by 2030, based on 2020 levels.

The Capital Region CCAP sets the following aspirational GHG
reduction targets from 2010 levels:

Short-Term Reduction Target
20% by 2035

Long-Term Reduction Target
65% by 2050



PROGRESS TO DATE
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A comprehensive CAP will:
account for GHG emissions data
build off existing policies, plans, and programs
that have been accomplished to date
include a list of past accomplishments and
existing efforts related to climate change and the
environment

Identifying progress to date reduces the possibility of
duplicating efforts, leverages limited resources
(capacity and funding), and promotes past successes
and highlights the community’s commitment to
mitigating emissions.



MITIGATION MEASURES FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS
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MITIGATION MEASURES FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS
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Engage local government officials and staff



LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING 
& IMPLEMENTATION
LOCAL CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING 
& IMPLEMENTATION

Sources, from Left: Bill Jennings, Chris Reohr (NYSERDA), Haley Balcanoff (CDRPC), Village of Kinderhook

Town of Stephentown City of Albany Town of Ballston Village of Kinderhook
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Grants and incentives to support implementationGrants and incentives to support implementation

CSC Grant Program NYS DEC
Climate Change assessment, planning, mitigation, and adaptation

projects 

NYSERDA Clean
Energy Communities

NYSERDA Match-free grants for clean energy projects

EV & Fleet Incentives
NYS DEC
NYSERDA

Joint Utilities
Charging infrastructure, rebates for ZEV

Regional
Coordinators

NYSERDA
NYS DEC

Free, hands-on technical support for planning, educaiton and
capacity building
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OUTREACH

Public engagement is encouraged for community climate action plans
make draft available to the public for review and comment
public meetings or events to facilitate discussion and receive feedback
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FINALIZE & ADOPT REPORT
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TRACKING & UPDATING PROGRESS

Climate Action Plans can be
updated and revised periodically for
several reasons, including:

Updating the GHG inventory to

analyze progress to date

Technological updates

New funding opportunities and

incentives

Town of Austerlitz GHG Tracking Tool
Trend of Diesel Emissions

MONITORING AND TRACKING PROGRESSMONITORING AND TRACKING PROGRESS
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Local Government Implementation SupportLocal Government Implementation Support

Regional municipalities can participate in grant and recognition programs to support
their climate goals:

Registered
59.8%

Bronze
36.6%

Silver
3.7%

Communities 
Participating in CSC82Communities 

Participating in CEC76

Advanced (v3.0)
Designation

59.2%

Designated
22.4%

Participating
18.4%
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO UNDERTAKE A CAP

Regional CSC Coordinator

GHG Inventory & CAP templates

CSC Climate Action Plan Guide

CSC Grants
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Community-Wide Implementation SupportCommunity-Wide Implementation Support

A range of programs, state agencies, community-based partners, and regional
organizations help provide tools, funding, and support for implementation. 

NYSERDA’s Small Business 
Financing Program

CDRPC & Transportation Council’s
Technical Assistance Program
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MONITORING AND TRACKING PROGRESSMONITORING AND TRACKING PROGRESS

To access the Capital Region Climate Action Portal, visit:
https://cdrpc.org/capitalregionclimateactionportal
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https://cdrpc.org/capitalregionclimateactionportal


CAPITAL REGION
CLIMATE ACTION
WEBINAR SERIES

CAPITAL REGION
CLIMATE ACTION
WEBINAR SERIES

Save The Date!

Wednesday, October 7, 2026
22
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cdrpc.org/capital-
region-climate-action-

plan

http://cdrpc.org/capital-region-climate-action-plan
http://cdrpc.org/capital-region-climate-action-plan
http://cdrpc.org/capital-region-climate-action-plan
http://cdrpc.org/capital-region-climate-action-plan
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