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[bookmark: _heading=h.dxt209fr4hms][bookmark: _Toc229481016]Executive Summary

This Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) provides an overview of the natural resources present in [Municipality] and their importance to the community. The report compiles existing data and mapping to support informed land use planning, environmental review, and conservation efforts.

Key findings include [summary of major resources, e.g., extensive forest cover, critical water resources, important habitats]. These resources contribute to environmental quality, community character, and long-term resilience.

The NRI identifies opportunities to protect and manage natural resources while supporting sustainable development. 

[bookmark: _Toc229481017]List of Acronyms

DEM – Digital Elevation Model
FEMA – Federal Emergency Management Agency
HUC – Hydrologic Unit Code
NLCD – National Land Cover Database
NRI – Natural Resources Inventory
NWI – National Wetlands Inventory
NYARA – New York Amphibian and Reptile Atlas
NYBBA – New York Breeding Bird Atlas
NYCDEP – New York City Department of Environmental Protection
NYNHP – New York Natural Heritage Program
NYS DEC – New York State Department of Conservation
NYS ITS – New York State Office of Information Technology Services
USDA – United States Department of Agriculture
USGS – United States Geological Survey

[bookmark: _heading=h.b72nlqq2z459][bookmark: _heading=h.v04o6o2l4eex][bookmark: _Toc229481018]Chapter 1. INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc229481019]What is an NRI – How to use it
A Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) is a compilation of information that identifies and maps the natural resources within a municipality. This NRI provides a foundation for informed land use planning, environmental review, and policy development in [Municipality].
The NRI is intended to be used by local boards, municipal staff, and community members to better understand natural systems and to support decisions that balance growth and conservation. This document is not a regulatory tool and should not be used in place of site-specific analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc229481020]Municipal Profile
[Municipality] is located in [County/Region], New York, and includes approximately [X] acres. The municipality is characterized by [landscape description—e.g., suburban neighborhoods, agricultural lands, forested areas, or waterfront features].
The natural resources of [Municipality], including its water systems, habitats, and open spaces, play a key role in defining the community’s character and supporting ecological and economic functions.
[bookmark: _Toc229481021]Data and Methods
The mapping and data compilation for the [Municipality] Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) were completed using the regional NRI data platform developed by the Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC). The platform provides access to a consistent set of natural resource datasets for municipalities across the region.
The maps included in this inventory were generated using data available through the CDRPC NRI Mapping Tool, which integrates information from federal, state, regional, and local sources. These datasets include information related to water resources, soils, land use, habitats, and environmental features.
All maps were produced using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) software and are intended to support planning-level analysis. The data used in this inventory were developed at different times, scales, and levels of accuracy, and were originally created for a variety of purposes. Many datasets are derived from remote sensing sources such as aerial imagery or satellite data or digitized from existing maps.
As a result, mapped information should be considered approximate and is not a substitute for site-specific investigation or survey. Any resource identified in this inventory should be verified as needed for regulatory or legal purposes, including environmental review.
The NRI is intended to serve as a baseline for existing conditions and may be updated over time as new data becomes available or as local conditions change.
[Optional: Insert any local input, review process, or coordination with municipal staff or stakeholders if applicable.]
[bookmark: _Toc229481022]References

[bookmark: _Toc229481023]Chapter 2. PHYSICAL SETTING
[bookmark: _Toc229481024]Bedrock Geology
The geologic foundation of [Municipality] is defined by its underlying bedrock, which consists primarily of [insert dominant rock types, such as shale, limestone, sandstone, or metamorphic formations]. These rock units formed over long geologic periods and continue to influence both the structure and function of the landscape.
Variations in bedrock composition are often reflected in local topography. More resistant formations tend to form ridgelines and higher elevations, while less resistant materials weather more easily and contribute to valleys and lower-lying areas. In some locations, bedrock may be exposed at the surface as ledges or outcrops, which can affect vegetation patterns, drainage, and development potential.
Bedrock also plays an important role in groundwater movement. Fractured or porous rock formations can store and transmit groundwater, supporting wells and baseflow in streams, while less permeable formations may limit infiltration and contribute to surface runoff. These conditions can influence both water availability and water quality.
Although bedrock is not always visible, it is a critical factor in land use planning. It can affect excavation, foundation design, infrastructure placement, and the long-term sustainability of water resources.
[Insert description of local formations, distribution, and any notable features such as ridges, outcrops, or groundwater considerations. Reference map where applicable.]
Steps to insert the map on the next page:
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[bookmark: _Toc229481025]Surficial Geology
The surface of [Municipality] reflects a history of glacial activity that deposited a variety of unconsolidated materials across the landscape. These include glacial till, sand and gravel deposits, clay, and alluvial sediments, which vary in depth and distribution throughout the municipality.
These surficial materials strongly influence how water moves across and through the landscape. Coarse-grained deposits such as sand and gravel tend to allow for infiltration and groundwater recharge and are often associated with aquifers. In contrast, finer-grained materials such as clay can limit infiltration, leading to slower drainage, surface ponding, and increased runoff.
These patterns are closely linked to the distribution of wetlands, floodplains, and stream systems, and help explain differences in soil characteristics across the municipality. In some areas, surficial deposits may also influence slope stability and susceptibility to erosion.
Understanding surficial geology is important for evaluating development constraints, managing stormwater, and protecting water resources.
[Insert description of dominant deposits, areas of aquifer potential, drainage characteristics. Reference map where applicable.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481026]Prime Farmland
Soils classified as prime farmland in [Municipality] represent some of the most productive agricultural soils in the region. Identified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), these soils have a combination of physical and chemical properties, such as favorable texture, drainage, and fertility, that make them well suited for sustained crop production.
In many municipalities, prime farmland soils extend beyond areas that are currently farmed and may include open land, forest edges, or parcels under development pressure. As a result, mapping these soils provides an important way to identify areas with long-term agricultural potential, regardless of current land use.
In [Municipality], these soils are located primarily in [insert general areas], and may coincide with existing agricultural operations or undeveloped land. In some cases, these areas may also be vulnerable to conversion to residential or commercial uses.
The protection of prime farmland soils is often identified in NRIs as a key planning consideration, as it supports local agriculture, maintains rural character, and contributes to regional food systems.
[Insert acreage, distribution, current land use context, and map reference. Note any farmland protection programs or trends if known.]



Steps to insert the map on the next page:
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[bookmark: _Toc229481027]Steep Slopes
Areas of steep slope are a defining feature of the landscape in parts of [Municipality], particularly in [insert general locations such as uplands, ridgelines, or stream valleys]. For the purposes of this inventory, steep slopes are typically defined as areas with slopes greater than 15°.
These areas are often more vulnerable to environmental impacts, particularly where vegetation is removed or soils are disturbed. Steep slopes can contribute to increased runoff, erosion, and sedimentation in nearby water bodies, which can degrade water quality and alter natural systems.
In addition to environmental considerations, steep slopes can present practical challenges for development, including grading, access, and infrastructure installation. As a result, many NRIs identify these areas as locations where development should be carefully managed.
At the same time, steep slopes may contribute to scenic views and provide important habitat or ecological connections across the landscape.
[Insert description of slope distribution, extent, and reference to mapped data. Include any local regulations or slope protection considerations if applicable.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481028]Hillshade
Hillshade mapping is used in this inventory to illustrate the three-dimensional form of the landscape in [Municipality] by simulating the effects of light and shadow across the terrain. This approach highlights variations in elevation and helps reveal features such as ridgelines, valleys, and drainage patterns.
While hillshade does not represent a specific natural resource, it provides important context for interpreting other mapped information, including slopes, water flow, and land use patterns. It is commonly included in NRIs to help visualize how natural systems are organized across the landscape.
In [Municipality], the hillshade map shows [insert key features such as major ridges, valleys, or elevation changes], providing a clearer understanding of how topography shapes both natural resources and development patterns.
This information can be useful in planning and design, particularly when considering how new development may interact with existing terrain or affect visually prominent areas.
[Insert reference to hillshade map and describe key terrain features visible in the municipality.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481029]Carbon Stock
Carbon stock mapping in [Municipality] illustrates the amount of carbon stored within natural systems, including vegetation, soils, and organic matter both above and below ground. Areas with higher carbon storage are typically associated with forests, wetlands, and other relatively undisturbed landscapes that function as long-term carbon sinks.
Carbon storage plays an important role in climate regulation by helping remove and retain atmospheric carbon dioxide. The distribution of carbon-rich landscapes can also provide additional ecological benefits, including habitat support, water retention, and landscape connectivity.
In [Municipality], areas with higher carbon stock are generally located in [insert areas], where forest cover, wetland systems, or undeveloped land remain relatively intact. Areas with lower carbon density are more commonly associated with developed land, agricultural areas, or disturbed landscapes.
Understanding the distribution of carbon stock can help inform land use and conservation planning by identifying areas where natural carbon storage may be maintained or enhanced. This information may also support local climate resilience and sustainability initiatives.
[Insert reference to carbon stock mapping, data source, and description of notable patterns within the municipality.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481030]Chapter 3. WATER RESOURCES
[bookmark: _Toc229481031]Watersheds
[Municipality] is located within the larger [insert watershed name] watershed, where streams, rivers, and rainfall drain toward a common outlet. In most of the Capital Region, surface waters ultimately flow southward to the Hudson River, which eventually drains into the Atlantic Ocean. Portions of the northeastern Capital Region fall within the Saint Lawrence River watershed, where waters drain northward instead.
Watersheds are organized into smaller sub-watersheds that correspond to local rivers, streams, and drainage systems. These smaller drainage areas help define how water moves across the landscape and provide an important framework for understanding connections between land use and water resources. Activities occurring upstream can influence downstream water quality, flow conditions, flooding, and aquatic habitat.
In [Municipality], watershed boundaries are shaped by local topography and drainage patterns, with streams and tributaries conveying water through the landscape toward larger river systems. Smaller drainage areas, commonly identified as HUC-12 watersheds, represent fine-scale watershed units that include individual streams, creeks, and the surrounding land area that contributes runoff to those systems.
The condition of watersheds may be influenced by surrounding land uses, including development, agriculture, forestry, and infrastructure. Maintaining vegetated buffers, limiting impervious surface coverage, and protecting natural drainage systems are common strategies used to support watershed health and water quality.
[Insert description of local watershed boundaries, major streams or tributaries, and reference to watershed mapping.] 
Steps to insert the map on the next page:  
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[bookmark: _Toc229481032]Aquifers and Wells
Groundwater resources in [Municipality] are stored in aquifers, which are geologic formations capable of storing and transmitting water. These aquifers are an important source of drinking water, particularly in areas served by private wells.
The characteristics of local aquifers are influenced by both bedrock and surficial geology. In some areas, sand and gravel deposits may support productive aquifers, while in others, groundwater availability may depend on fractures in bedrock.
Wells located throughout [Municipality] draw from these groundwater sources and may vary in depth, yield, and susceptibility to contamination. Areas with shallow groundwater or permeable soils may be more vulnerable to pollutants from surface activities.
Protecting groundwater recharge areas and maintaining water quality is an important consideration in land use planning, particularly in areas without centralized water systems.
[Insert description of aquifer locations, well distribution if available, and reference to mapping or data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481033]Flood Hazard Zones
Flood Hazard Zones in [Municipality] are identified using the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL), which represents current regulatory flood risk information across the United States. The dataset is derived from effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) and Letters of Map Change (LOMCs).
Flood Hazard Zones classify areas according to their level of flood risk and are commonly used to identify Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs), including areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding, as well as areas of moderate or minimal flood risk. These mapped flood zones provide important information for land use planning, infrastructure design, emergency management, and floodplain regulation.
In [Municipality], mapped flood hazard areas are generally associated with rivers, streams, wetlands, and low-lying areas where flooding may occur during significant storm events. Development within these areas can increase vulnerability to flood damage and may alter natural flood storage and drainage patterns.
Understanding the distribution of flood hazard zones helps support planning decisions related to development, infrastructure, and resilience to severe weather and changing precipitation patterns.
[Insert description of mapped flood hazard areas, local flood-prone areas, and reference to FEMA mapping where applicable.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481034]Water Quality Classifications
Surface waters in [Municipality] are classified by New York State according to their best intended use, such as drinking water supply, recreation, or aquatic habitat. These classifications provide a framework for managing water quality and determining appropriate standards for protection.
Water quality classifications are typically associated with designated uses, such as Class A (drinking water source), Class B (recreation), or other classifications that reflect ecological function. These classifications may influence permitted discharges, development activities, and environmental review processes.
In [Municipality], water bodies are classified as [insert classifications], and these designations provide important context for understanding how water resources are managed and protected.
Maintaining water quality consistent with these classifications is an important consideration in land use planning and resource management.
[Insert classification types present in the municipality and reference to NYSDEC data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481035]State Regulated Wetlands
State regulated wetlands in [Municipality] include swamps, marshes, bogs, and other areas where water is present at or near the surface for extended periods of time, creating saturated soil conditions that support distinctive vegetation and ecological communities.
Wetlands provide a range of important ecological functions, including flood storage, groundwater recharge, water filtration, erosion control, and habitat for plant and animal species. These systems also help absorb pollutants and excess nutrients from surrounding landscapes, contributing to overall water quality.
In New York State, freshwater wetlands are regulated under the Freshwater Wetlands Act. As amended in 2022, wetlands greater than 12.4 acres in size are regulated regardless of mapping status. In addition to larger wetlands, smaller wetlands of “unusual importance” may also be regulated if they meet specific criteria established by law and regulation.
Wetlands in [Municipality] are generally associated with streams, floodplains, low-lying areas, and hydric soils, and may occur throughout the municipality in both developed and undeveloped landscapes.
Understanding the distribution of regulated wetlands is important for land use planning, environmental review, habitat protection, and flood resilience.
[Insert description of regulated wetland distribution, notable wetland systems, and reference to mapping where applicable.]
On April 8, 2026, the Albany County Supreme Court issued a decision affecting DEC freshwater wetlands regulations: Freshwater Wetlands Program - NYSDEC
Steps to insert the map on the next page:
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[bookmark: _Toc229481036]Informational Wetlands
Informational wetlands in [Municipality] include swamps, marshes, bogs, and other areas where water is present at or near the surface for extended periods of time, supporting vegetation adapted to saturated soil conditions. These wetlands provide important ecological functions, including flood storage, groundwater recharge, water filtration, erosion control, and habitat for a wide variety of plant and animal species.
Wetlands also play an important role in improving water quality by absorbing pollutants and excess nutrients from surrounding landscapes and slowing the movement of stormwater across the landscape.
The Informational Freshwater Wetland Mapping layer is intended to identify the general location and extent of freshwater wetland areas throughout New York State, including wetlands that may not appear on regulatory wetland maps. These mapped areas are provided for planning and informational purposes only and do not represent jurisdictional or regulated wetland boundaries.
In [Municipality], informational wetlands are commonly associated with streams, floodplains, low-lying areas, and hydric soils, and may occur throughout both developed and undeveloped portions of the landscape.
Understanding the distribution of informational wetlands can support land use planning, conservation efforts, and environmental review by identifying areas where wetland functions may be present.
[Insert description of informational wetland distribution and reference to mapping where applicable.]
Steps to insert the map on the next page:
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[bookmark: _Toc229481037]Hydric Soils
Hydric soils are an important component of the landscape in [Municipality], occurring in areas where water is present at or near the surface for extended periods during the growing season. These conditions result in low oxygen levels in the soil, creating anaerobic conditions that support specialized vegetation and ecological processes.
These soils are most commonly associated with wetlands, floodplains, and depressional areas, and are often used in NRIs as an indicator of potential wetland conditions. In some cases, hydric soils may identify areas that function as wetlands but are not formally mapped or regulated.
Hydric soils play a critical role in storing and slowly releasing water, filtering pollutants, and reducing flood impacts. They also provide habitat for plant and animal species adapted to wet conditions.
From a land use perspective, these soils may present constraints for development due to poor drainage, seasonal flooding, and soil instability. Their presence is often an important consideration in environmental review and site design.
In [Municipality], hydric soils are generally found in [insert locations], often corresponding with mapped wetlands and surface water features.
[Insert description of distribution, relationship to wetlands, and reference to mapped data.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481038]Chapter 4. HABITATS AND WILDLIFE
[bookmark: _Toc229481039]Important Aquatic Habitats
Certain areas within [Municipality] have been identified as having high ecological value based on the presence of significant natural communities, habitat diversity, or other environmental characteristics. These areas may include large, contiguous forests, wetlands, riparian corridors, or locations supporting sensitive species.
These ecological areas often provide multiple functions, including habitat connectivity, biodiversity support, and resilience to environmental change. In many cases, they represent relatively undisturbed portions of the landscape that contribute to overall ecosystem health.
The identification of these areas can help guide conservation efforts and inform land use decisions, particularly where development may impact sensitive or interconnected systems.
In [Municipality], these areas are generally located in [insert locations], and may overlap with other natural resource features such as wetlands, steep slopes, or protected lands.
[Insert description of ecological areas, criteria used if available, and reference to mapping or data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481040]Important Ecological Areas
Ecological patterns across [Municipality] extend beyond individual habitat types and reflect broader landscape systems that support biodiversity and ecological function. Certain areas stand out for their size, connectivity, or combination of natural features, and may be considered important ecological areas at the local or regional scale.
These areas often include large, contiguous forest blocks, linked habitat corridors, or landscapes where multiple natural resources intersect, such as wetlands, streams, and upland habitats. Their value is not only in the presence of individual species or features, but in how these areas function together to support wildlife movement, genetic diversity, and long-term ecosystem health.
In [Municipality], important ecological areas are generally located in [insert areas], where relatively intact landscapes provide opportunities for habitat connectivity and ecological resilience. In some cases, these areas may connect to larger regional systems, extending beyond municipal boundaries.
Fragmentation from roads, development, and land use change can affect the function of these areas by reducing connectivity and altering habitat conditions. As a result, identifying these areas provides important context for planning decisions, particularly where maintaining landscape continuity is a priority.
These areas may overlap with other mapped resources such as wetlands, floodplains, or protected lands, but are identified here based on their broader ecological role within the landscape.
[Insert description of key ecological areas, connectivity patterns, or large habitat blocks, and reference to mapping or data sources.]
Steps to insert the map on the next page:
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[bookmark: _Toc229481041]Hudson River Critical Area
Portions of [Municipality], if applicable, may fall within the Hudson River Estuary Program’s designated Hudson River Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitats or other mapped critical environmental areas associated with the Hudson River. These areas are recognized for their importance to fish and wildlife, including spawning, feeding, and migratory habitat.
These habitats are typically located along the Hudson River and its tidal tributaries and may include wetlands, shallow water areas, and adjacent upland zones that support ecological function.
Activities within or near these areas may be subject to additional review or consideration to protect habitat quality and ecological integrity.
In [Municipality], designated Hudson River critical areas are located in [insert locations if applicable].

[If applicable, insert description of mapped areas and reference to NYSDEC or Hudson River Estuary Program data. If not applicable, this section may be omitted.]

Only communities located adjacent to the Hudson River should include this section.
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[bookmark: _Toc229481042]Protected Lands
Protected lands in [Municipality] include publicly owned lands, conservation easements, and other areas set aside for environmental protection, recreation, or resource management. These lands may include parks, nature preserves, wildlife management areas, and lands protected by land trusts or other organizations.
These areas play an important role in maintaining habitat, preserving open space, and supporting ecological functions such as water quality protection and wildlife movement. In many cases, protected lands contribute to larger networks of conserved areas across the region.
In [Municipality], protected lands are located in [insert areas], and may overlap with other important natural features such as wetlands, forests, or steep slopes.
Identifying these lands provides context for understanding existing conservation efforts and opportunities for expanding or connecting protected areas.
[Insert acreage, ownership types if available (municipal, state, land trust), and reference to mapping.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481043]Chapter 5. LAND USE 
[bookmark: _Toc229481044]Land Cover
Land cover data in [Municipality] describes the physical characteristics that cover the surface of the landscape, including forests, wetlands, developed areas, agricultural land, and open water. Unlike land use, which describes how land is used by people, land cover reflects the actual physical materials and vegetation present on the ground.
Land cover patterns provide important information about ecological conditions, development intensity, habitat distribution, and hydrologic function. Forested and wetland areas may support habitat connectivity, groundwater recharge, and water quality protection, while developed land cover is often associated with increased impervious surface and altered drainage patterns.
In [Municipality], land cover types may include deciduous, evergreen, and mixed forest; cultivated crops and pasture; developed land of varying intensity; wetlands; grasslands; and open water features. The distribution of these land cover types reflects both natural landscape conditions and historic development patterns.
Understanding land cover distribution can support planning decisions related to conservation, stormwater management, habitat protection, and future development. Changes in land cover over time may also indicate broader shifts in land use and environmental conditions.
[Insert description of dominant land cover types, notable patterns, and reference to mapping where applicable.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481045]Impervious Surface
The extent of impervious surface in [Municipality] reflects the intensity of development and its influence on natural hydrologic processes. Impervious surfaces, such as roads, rooftops, parking areas, and other built features, limit the ability of water to infiltrate into the ground and instead generate surface runoff.
Areas with higher concentrations of impervious cover are typically associated with more developed land uses and can contribute to increased runoff volumes, reduced groundwater recharge, and changes in stream flow patterns. These conditions may also affect water quality by transporting pollutants into nearby streams, wetlands, and other water bodies.
In [Municipality], impervious surfaces are most prevalent in [insert areas], corresponding to more densely developed portions of the community, while lower levels of impervious cover are found in rural or undeveloped areas.
Understanding the distribution of impervious surfaces can help inform stormwater management strategies and identify areas where additional measures may be needed to reduce runoff impacts.
[Insert percent impervious cover if available, general distribution, and reference to mapping.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481046]Agriculture Districts
Portions of [Municipality] are located within New York State Agricultural Districts, which are established to support the continued viability of farming and to protect agricultural lands from conflicting land uses. These districts include actively farmed land as well as areas with agricultural potential.
Properties within an agricultural district may benefit from certain protections, including limitations on local regulation of farm operations and eligibility for agricultural assessment programs. These districts are intended to reduce pressure on farmland from non-agricultural development and to support long-term agricultural use.
In [Municipality], agricultural districts are generally located in [insert areas] and may overlap with prime farmland soils and existing agricultural operations. These areas represent an important component of the local landscape and economy.
Identifying agricultural districts helps provide context for land use planning decisions, particularly where development pressures may affect agricultural viability.
[Insert acreage, number of parcels, or general distribution if available, and reference to mapping.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481047]Dams
Dams in [Municipality] are man-made structures constructed to impound or control the flow of water within rivers, streams, and other water bodies. These structures may serve a variety of purposes, including water supply, flood control, recreation, hydroelectric generation, or historical industrial uses.
In New York State, dams are regulated by the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to help reduce risks associated with flooding and dam failure and to protect public safety and property. The condition, size, and hazard classification of dams may influence emergency planning and infrastructure management within a municipality.
In addition to safety considerations, dams can affect natural river systems by altering stream flow, water temperature, sediment transport, and aquatic connectivity. These changes may influence water quality and habitat conditions both upstream and downstream of the structure. Dams can also create barriers to fish movement and affect the ecological function of rivers and streams.
In [Municipality], dams are located in [insert locations or associated waterways if applicable], and may vary in age, condition, and function.
Understanding the location and characteristics of dams provides important context for evaluating flood risk, infrastructure vulnerability, water resource management, and ecological conditions within the municipality.
[Insert description of known dams, hazard classifications if available, and reference to mapping or data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481048]Mineral Resources
Mineral resources within [Municipality] may include deposits of sand, gravel, crushed stone, or other materials associated with local geologic and surficial conditions. These resources are often located in areas with specific soil or geologic characteristics, such as glacial outwash deposits or bedrock formations suitable for extraction.
In some cases, these resources are actively mined or have been historically extracted, while in other areas they may represent potential future sources of construction materials. Extraction activities can influence land use patterns and may introduce considerations related to traffic, noise, groundwater, and land disturbance.
The identification of mineral resource areas provides additional context for understanding how geologic conditions intersect with land use and where potential conflicts between extraction, conservation, and development may arise.
[Insert description of known deposits, active or historic mining operations if applicable, and reference to mapping or data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481049]Hazardous Sites
Hazardous sites within [Municipality] include locations where contamination from past or current activities has been identified or is suspected. These sites may be associated with industrial uses, storage or disposal of hazardous materials, or other activities that have resulted in environmental impacts.
Information on hazardous sites is typically drawn from state and federal environmental databases and provides an important layer of context for understanding environmental conditions across the municipality.
The presence of these sites may influence land use decisions, particularly where redevelopment or changes in use are being considered. In some cases, environmental assessment or remediation may be required before a site can be reused.
[Insert number or general distribution of hazardous sites, and reference to available data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481050]State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Facilities operating under the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) in [Municipality] are permitted to discharge wastewater or stormwater under conditions intended to protect water quality. These permits apply to a range of activities, including industrial operations, wastewater treatment facilities, and municipal stormwater systems.
The presence of SPDES-regulated facilities reflects areas where discharges to surface waters may occur and where water quality is actively managed through permitting and monitoring. Depending on the type of facility, these discharges may be associated with treated wastewater, industrial processes, or stormwater runoff from developed areas.
In [Municipality], these facilities are generally associated with [insert general land use context, such as industrial areas, developed corridors, or municipal infrastructure]. Understanding their location provides additional context for evaluating potential influences on nearby water resources, including streams, wetlands, and downstream receiving waters.
[Insert number of SPDES facilities, general distribution, and reference to available mapping or data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481051]Remediation Sites
Remediation sites in [Municipality] include properties where environmental cleanup efforts are underway or have been completed to address contamination. These may include brownfield sites, state Superfund sites, or other locations enrolled in environmental remediation programs.
These sites represent both environmental challenges and opportunities for reuse. While remediation can restore properties for productive use, some sites may require ongoing monitoring or may be subject to land use restrictions depending on the level of cleanup achieved.
Understanding the location and status of remediation sites provides important context for redevelopment planning and can help identify areas where coordination with regulatory agencies may be necessary.
[Insert description of sites, including status where available (active, completed), and reference to data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481052]Cultural Resources    
Cultural resources in [Municipality] reflect the historical and social development of the community and its relationship to the landscape. These may include historic buildings, districts, archaeological sites, and other features of cultural significance.
In many NRIs, cultural resources are included to provide context for how land has been used over time and how natural features have shaped settlement patterns.
These resources often contribute to community identity and may overlap with scenic areas or natural features.
Examples:
HISTORICAL RESOURCES
The historic landscape of [Municipality] reflects patterns of early settlement, economic activity, and land use that have developed over time. Historic resources may include individual buildings, districts, structures, and archaeological sites that are recognized for their cultural, architectural, or historical significance.
These resources are often located along early transportation routes, near water bodies, or in areas that supported agriculture, industry, or commerce. As a result, they provide insight into how the community has evolved and how natural features influenced development patterns.
In [Municipality], historic resources may be identified through local inventories, state or national registers, or other documentation efforts. These designations can inform planning decisions and may influence land use, redevelopment, and preservation strategies.
The protection and recognition of historic resources can help maintain community character and support cultural continuity.
[Insert description of historic districts, landmarks, or patterns, and reference to available data sources such as local inventories or the State/National Register of Historic Places.]

SCENIC RESOURCES
Scenic resources within [Municipality] include landscapes and views that contribute to the visual character of the community. These may include ridgelines, open fields, forested areas, waterfronts, and viewsheds that provide a sense of place and connection to the surrounding environment.
Scenic areas are often shaped by a combination of natural features and land use patterns, and may be associated with rural landscapes, historic areas, or undeveloped land. In some locations, these views may be visible from public roads, trails, or other vantage points.
Changes in land use, including development or vegetation removal, can affect the quality and continuity of scenic resources. As a result, identifying these areas can help inform planning decisions related to land use, design, and conservation.
In [Municipality], scenic resources are typically found in [insert locations], where topography, land cover, and open space contribute to visual character.
[Insert description of key scenic areas or viewsheds and reference to mapping if available.]

RECREATION RESOURCES
Recreational resources in [Municipality] include parks, trails, open spaces, and other areas that provide opportunities for outdoor activities and public use. These resources may be publicly owned, privately managed, or protected through conservation easements.
Access to recreational areas contributes to community health, supports tourism, and enhances overall quality of life. Many recreational resources are closely linked to natural features such as waterways, forests, and open space, and may also support conservation goals.
In [Municipality], recreational opportunities are provided through [insert examples such as municipal parks, trail systems, or waterfront access]. The distribution and accessibility of these resources may vary across the municipality.
Understanding the location and extent of recreational resources can help inform planning decisions related to access, connectivity, and the protection of open space.
[Insert description of key recreational facilities, trail networks, or open space areas, and reference to mapping.]

[Insert description of key cultural or historic resources, districts, or patterns, and reference to available data sources.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481053]Parcel Centroids  
Parcel centroid data in [Municipality] represents tax parcels as single points located near the geographic center of each property. Tax parcels are defined areas of land identified by local municipalities for property ownership, assessment, and taxation purposes, and each parcel is assigned a unique identification number.
Parcel data serves as a fundamental component of land records, zoning administration, and municipal planning. Displaying parcels as centroid points allows parcel-level information to be more easily visualized and analyzed within Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
In [Municipality], parcel centroid mapping can help support analysis related to land use, development patterns, ownership distribution, zoning, and proximity to natural resources or environmental constraints. This information may also assist with planning efforts, environmental review, and resource management.
While centroid points provide a simplified representation of parcel locations, they do not depict exact parcel boundaries and should be used for planning and reference purposes only.
[Insert description of parcel distribution patterns or local parcel characteristics if applicable.]
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[bookmark: _Toc229481054]Chapter 6. IDENTIFYING LOCAL CONSERVATION PRIORITIES
The identification of conservation priorities in [Municipality] is based on the combined analysis of natural resources described in previous sections, including water resources, habitats, soils, topography, and land use patterns.
Rather than considering each resource in isolation, areas of particular importance are often those where multiple resources overlap or where ecological functions are especially strong. These areas may include locations where wetlands, floodplains, forests, and habitat corridors coincide, or where prime farmland and agricultural districts align.
In [Municipality], priority areas for conservation are generally located in [insert areas], where the concentration of natural resources contributes to ecological function, water quality protection, or landscape connectivity. In some cases, these areas may also be subject to development pressure, making their identification particularly important.
These priority areas provide a basis for future planning decisions and may be used to guide land conservation efforts, zoning considerations, and environmental review.
[Insert description of how priority areas were identified (e.g., mapping, overlay analysis, or qualitative assessment), and reference to maps where applicable.]

[bookmark: _Toc229481055]Chapter 7. CONSERVATION MEASURES
[bookmark: _Toc229481056]Non‐Regulatory Measures
Non-regulatory approaches provide opportunities to protect natural resources through voluntary actions, education, and collaboration. These measures do not require changes to local laws but can support conservation efforts at the community level.
Examples of non-regulatory measures may include land acquisition, conservation easements, stewardship programs, and public outreach efforts aimed at increasing awareness of natural resources and their value. Partnerships with land trusts, nonprofit organizations, and regional agencies can also support these efforts.
In [Municipality], these approaches may be particularly relevant in areas where voluntary conservation can help maintain open space, protect habitat, or preserve agricultural land.
[Insert examples of existing programs, partnerships, or opportunities for voluntary conservation if available.]
[bookmark: _Toc229481057]Regulatory Measures
Regulatory tools provide a framework for managing land use and protecting natural resources through local laws, zoning regulations, and development standards. These measures are typically implemented through the municipality’s zoning code or other regulatory mechanisms.
Examples of regulatory approaches may include the establishment of overlay districts, protection of wetlands and watercourses, requirements for vegetated buffers, and standards related to steep slopes or floodplains. Conservation subdivision design and clustering may also be used to reduce impacts on sensitive resources.
In [Municipality], regulatory measures can be used to guide development in a way that avoids or minimizes impacts on natural resources while maintaining flexibility for growth.
[Insert description of existing regulations or potential areas for updates if applicable.]
[bookmark: _Toc229481058]Measures to Enhance Environmental Review of Development Projects
Environmental review processes play an important role in evaluating potential impacts of development on natural resources. In [Municipality], these processes may include review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) as well as local review procedures.
Strengthening environmental review can help ensure that natural resources are consistently considered in development decisions. This may include the use of the Natural Resources Inventory as a reference document during project review, improved data collection, or more detailed assessment of site-specific conditions.
Additional measures may include requiring applicants to identify natural resources on project sites, evaluating cumulative impacts, and incorporating mitigation strategies where impacts cannot be avoided.
These approaches can support more informed decision-making and help align development with community goals related to environmental protection.
[Insert description of current review practices and opportunities for improvement if available.]

[bookmark: _Toc229481059]Chapter 8. CONCLUSIONS / NEXT STEPS
The Natural Resources Inventory for [Municipality] provides a consolidated view of the natural systems that shape the landscape, including water resources, habitats, soils, and land use patterns. Together, these features contribute to environmental quality, community character, and the long-term sustainability of the municipality.
The analysis presented in this report highlights areas where natural resources are concentrated, where ecological functions are particularly important, and where development and environmental considerations may intersect. These findings provide a basis for identifying priorities and guiding future planning efforts.
Moving forward, the information contained in this inventory can be used to support a range of local actions, including updates to comprehensive plans, zoning regulations, and environmental review processes. The inventory may also inform land conservation efforts, infrastructure planning, and resource management strategies.
In [Municipality], next steps may include [insert locally relevant actions such as integrating findings into planning documents, refining zoning tools, expanding conservation efforts, or improving data and mapping]. The inventory may also support participation in programs such as the New York State Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Certification Program, where the development and use of a Natural Resources Inventory can contribute to certification actions and associated points.
Ongoing coordination among municipal staff, boards, and partner organizations will be important to ensure that natural resources are consistently considered in decision-making. Periodic updates to the inventory may also be needed as new data becomes available or as conditions change over time.
This inventory is intended to serve as a working resource that can be used to support informed planning and to guide future efforts to balance growth with the protection of natural systems.
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[bookmark: _Toc229481062]Data Sources

	Name of Source Layer
	Location in Natural Resource Inventory
	Source & Link

	Bedrock Geology 
	Physical Setting → Bedrock Geology
	U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), accessed via Esri Hosted Feature Layer

	Surficial Geology
	Physical Setting → Surficial Geology
	NYS Museum, accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission, last updated March 2026

	Prime Farmland
	Physical Setting → Prime Farmland
	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission, last updated March 2026

	Steep Slopes
	Physical Setting → Steep Slopes
	Derived from New York State’s Digital Elevation Model (DEM), accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission, last updated March 2026

	NYS Statewide Hillshade
	Physical Setting → Hillshade
	New York State Office of Technology Services (ITS)

	NFMCS Total Ecosystem Forest Carbon Stock CO2 Equivalent per Acre (2020)

	Physical Setting → Carbon Stock
	Clarkson University

	HUC-12 Watershed
	Water Resources → Watershed
	U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Watershed Boundary Dataset, accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission, last updated March 2026

	NYS Aquifers
	Water Resources → Aquifers & Wells
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC)

	Water Wells
	Water Resources → Aquifers & Wells
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC)

	Dams
	Water Resources → Dams
	New York Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Flood Hazard Zones
	Water Resources → Flood Hazard Zones
	Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

	Waterbody Inventory/Priority Waterbodies List (WI/PWL) Layer
	Water Resources → Water Quality Classifications
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Previously Mapped Freshwater Wetlands
	Water Resources → State Regulated Wetlands
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Informational Freshwater Wetland Mapping
	Water Resources → Informational Wetlands
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Hydric Soils
	Water Resources → Hydric Soils
	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission, last updated March 2026

	Natural Heritage Important Areas NYNHP
	Habitat & Wildlife → Important Aquatic Habitat & Important Ecological Areas
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Inland Trout Stream Fishing
	Habitat & Wildlife → Important Aquatic Habitat
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Critical Environmental Areas
	Habitat & Wildlife → Important Ecological Areas
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitats - NY
	Habitat & Wildlife → Hudson River Critical Area
	New York State Department of State (DOS)

	Hudson River Shoreline Survey
	Habitat & Wildlife → Hudson River Critical Area
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Hudson River Estuary Tidal Wetlands
	Habitat & Wildlife → Hudson River Critical Area
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	PAD-US Manager Name
	Habitat & Wildlife → Protected Land
	U.S. Geological Survey

	USA Annual NLCD – Land Cover
	Land Use → Land Cover
	Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics Consortium (MRLC), accessed via ESRI Hosted Feature Layer

	USA Annual NLCD – Fractional Impervious Surface
	Land Use → Impervious Surface
	Multi-Resolution Land Characteristics Consortium (MRLC), accessed via ESRI Hosted Feature Layer

	NYS Agricultural Districts
	Land Use → Agriculture Districts
	NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets

	Oil Gas and Other Regulated Wells 
	Land Use → Mineral Resources
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Permitted and Reclaimed Mines
	Land Use → Mineral Resources
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Hazardous Waste Treatment Storage and Disposal Facilities TSDFs
	Land Use → Hazardous Sites
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Wastewater Facility
	Land Use → State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Combined Sewer Overflow CSO Outfalls
	Land Use → State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Remediation Sites
	Land Use → Remediation Sites
	New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

	Scenic Areas of Statewide Significance
	Land Use → Cultural Resources
	New York State Department of State (DOS)

	NYS Urban Heritage Sites
	Land Use → Cultural Resources
	New York State Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation

	Building District USN Polygons
	Land Use → Cultural Resources
	New York State Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation

	National Register of Historic Places – Points 
	Land Use → Cultural Resources
	National Parks Service, accessed via ESRI Hosted Feature Layer

	NYS Tax Parcel Centroid Points
	Land Use → Parcel Cenroids
	New York State Office of Technology Services (ITS)

	NYS Building Footprints
	All Categories
	New York State Office of Technology Services (ITS)

	NYS Streets
	All Categories
	New York State Office of Technology Services (ITS)

	NYS Hydrography
	All Categories
	New York State Office of Technology Services (ITS)

	Community Boundary
	All Categories
	US Census Tiger Lines, accessed via Capital District Regional Planning Commission
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