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Certification Actions

Below is the list of actions that are part of the Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Certification program. Click on the pledge elements (PE) and action names
to expand the listings and leam more. Actions tagged with "Compefitive Funding Available” in the list below were eligible for funding under the 2019 round
of the DEC CSC Grant Program.

November 27, 2020: As part of our annual updates, select actions have been revised. This especially applies to actions under PE7. The four-page list of the
names of the CSC cerfification actions and their status is known as the action checklist. The new action checklist that summarizes the recent updates is
available via this link. (The old action checklist, from April 2020, remains available via this link.)

NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities (CEC): We are in the process of making the revisions needed to align the CSC certification actions with the new Certification Criteria
round of CEC high-impact actions. We will post the new version of the crosswalk table that lists the equivelent actions as soon as it is available. {Click here
for the old CEC CSC crosswalk from April 2020.) Contact cimatesmart@dec.ny.gov with questions. Thank you for your patience.
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TOWN OF NEW LEBANON

RESOLUTION #14, 2020

CREATION OF THE CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES TASK FORCE
APRIL 14, 2020

At the regular monthly meeting of the New Lebanon Town Board, held via video and
telecanference, duly called and held on the 14% day of April 2020, the following
Resolution was proposed and seconded:

Resolution by Supcrvisor Houghtling
Seconded by Councilmember Gordon

CREATION OF 111 CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, the Town of New Lebanon ook Lthe Climate Smart Communities Pledge
in February of 2020; and

WHEREAS, the next step in the Climate Smart Communities Program is to
establish a Climate Smart Communities Task Force! and

WHEREAS, the Climate Smart Communities Task Force should include members of
the Town’s Conservation Advisory Council, the NL Representative to the
Columbija County Environmental Management Council, and members of the
public; and

WHEREAS, the Town sent notice to the public locking for member of the public
intercsted in serving on the Climate Smart Tagk Force and reccived 8 letters of
interest from members of the public; and

WHEREAS, the NL Representative to the Columhia County Envirenmentsl
Management Council and 2 members of the Town's Conservation Advisory
Council have agreed to serve on the Climate Smart Task Force with the NL
Representative to the Columbia County Environmental Management Couneil
serving as the Climate Smaxt Communities Coordinator and a member of the
Town’s Conservution Advisory Council serving as the Chair; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Smart Commnnities Coordinator position shall serve as the
single point person to serve us liaison among the governing body and chief
executive and shall have a commitment ta local climatc action, good
communication and organizational akills, demonstrated ability to motivate
volunteers and the ability o manage rclationships among elected officials,
municipal staff and volunteers; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Smart Communities Chair position shall as liaison among
tagk force members and chair all climate smart tagk force meetings and shall
have a commitment to lecal ¢limate action, good communication and
organizational skills, demonstrated ability to motivate volunteers and the ability
to manage relationships among volunteers.

IT IS HERERY RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of New Lebanon
hereby establishes the Climate Smart T'ask Force with the following members
and positions:

Bruce Shenker -~ CSC Coordinator and NL Rep to CC Envire Mgt Council
Steve Powers — CSC Chair and CAC Rep

Robert Gilaon — CAC Rep

Jenna Barbary — CAC Rep



Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Certification Action Checklist - Version 4.0 (Nov. 27, 2020)

Please note: the information below is only an overview and it might not be the most current description of the CSC certification actions. For full
Action Name (version 3) Legacy Name (version 2) I Points I Type/Status
Action #
PE1: Build a climate-smart community.
PE1 Action: CSC Task Force 1.2 |Create a community Climate Smart Community task force focused 20 Mandatory
on climate mitigation and adaptation
PE1 Action: CSC Coordinator 1.3 |Appoint a Climate Smart Community coordinator 10 Mandatory
PE1 Action: National/Regional Climate 1.5 |loin a national or regional climate campaign or program 3
Program
PE1 Action: Partnerships with Other 10.3 |Cooperate with neighboring communities and partner agencies 3
Entities
PE2: emissions, set and for climate action.
PE2 Action: Government Operations GHG| 2.1  [Developa g P GHG inventory 16 Priority, CSC
Inventory Grants
PE2 Action: Community GHG Inventory 22 Develop a community GHG emissions inventory 16 Priority, CSC
Grants
PE2 Action: Government Operations 25 Develop a government operations climate action plan 12-16 | Priority, CSC
Climate Action Plan Grants
PE2 Action: Community Climate Action 2.6 |Develop a community climate action plan 16 Priority, CSC
Plan Grants
PE3: Decrease energy use.
PE3 Action: Government Building Energy 3.1 |Conduct energy audits of local government buildings 8-16 Priority
Audits
PE3 Action: Interior Lighting Upgrades 3.2 |Upgrade interior lighting 1-5
PE3 Action: HVAC Upgrades 3.3 |Upgrade HVAC eguipment 1-5
PE3 Action: Water-efficient Fixtures 3.4 |install water-efficient fixtures 1-4
PE3 Action: Building Energy Management 3.5 |Install a building energy management system (EMS) 1-5
System
PE3 Action: Energy Benchmarking for 3.32 |Adopt an energy benc king r for ed | 2-5 CEC
Government Buildiny buildings
PE3 Action: Clean Energy Upgrades NA__ |NA (This is 3 new action, version 3.) 10 CEC
PE3 Action: Green Building Standard for 3.7 |Adopt a green building for local g buildings and 2-4
facilities
PE3 Action: Green Building Certification 3.8 [Build a new preen building 15
: Fleet Inventory NA __ [NA (This is a new action, version 3.) 4 CSC Grants
: Fleet Efficiency Policy 3.10 |Adopt a vehicle fleet efficiency policy 2-3 CSC Grants
PE3 Action: Fleet Rightsizing 3.11 |Right-size the local government fleet 1-3
PE3 Action: Advanced Vehicles 3.12  |Replace traditional vehicles with advanced vehicles 2-10 CEC
PE3 Action: LED Street Lights 3.15__ |Convert streetlights to LED 5-10 CEC
PE3 Action: LED Traffic Signals 3.16__|Convert traffic signals to LED 1-4
PE3 Action: Outdoor Lighting Reduction 3.17 _[Reduce number of outdoor lighting fixtures 1-4
PE3 Action: Outdoor Lighting Upgrades 3.18 |Upgrade outdoor lighting (other than streetlights and traffic signals) | 1-4
to more efficient and/or solar technology
PE3 Action: Environmentally Preferable 3.24  |Adopt an envi lly preferable p g policy 1-4
Purchasing Policy
PE3 Action: Financing Mechanism for 3.25 afi i hanism for energy efficiency and renewable 5
Government Energy Projects energy projects in government owned buildings
PE3 Action: Waste & Energy Provisionsin [ 3.26  [Incorporate energy efficiency and waste handling provisions in 1-3
Government Contracts standard specifications and government contracts
PE3 Action: Incentives for Employee 3.28 bsidize and i Vi ployee alternative ¢ 1-3
Carpooling & Transit
PE3 Action: Energy Code Enforcement NA  [NA (This is a new action, version 3.) 5 CEC
Training
|PE4: Shift to clean, renewable energy.
PE4 Action: Green Power Procurement 4.1  |Adopt a green power purchase policy to ensure increasing local 2-4
Policy government energy supplies come from renewables
PE4 Action: Renewable Energy Feasibility 4.3  |Conduct feasibility studies for renewable energy installations 3-5
Studies
PE4 Action: Renewable Energy Credits 4.4 Purchase renewable energy credits (RECs) 2-7 Revised




New Lebanon CSC Actions Submitted Jan 6, 2021

status PE action min points

PE1 0

Filed Checked
PE1 20

Filed Checked
PE1 10

Filed Checked
PE1 3

Filed Checked
PE1 3

Filed Checked
PE2 16

filed Checked
PE3 L or 5

Filed Checked
PE3 10

Filed Checked
PE3 [ i 4

Filed Checked

4 filed checked

6
filed checked

2
Filed Checked

2
Filed Checked

Recycling bins in gov't buildings 3
Filed Checked

Residential Organic Waste Program 4
Filed Checked

Waste Reduction Education Campaign 2 Filed Checked
Unified Solar permitting 5

Filed Checked
Natural resources inventory 10

Filed Checked

Town support for rail trail 3 Filed Checked
4
Filed Checked

8 Filed Checked
3
Filed Checked

2 Filed Checked
3
Filed Checked
3
Filed Checked
Innovative approaches to Existing CSC 5
actions (Marc's bike program) Filed Checked
140
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*

Climate Smart Communities Task Force ZRC MINUTES
Committee

Climate Smart Communities Task Force ZRC Meeting Minutes 2020

Join our Climate Smart Communities Facebook group here -

2019 ZRC Minutes

1) Build & climate-smart community.

2) Invenbory emissions, set goals, and plan for climste sction.
3) Decresse energy use.

4) Shift bo clean, renewable energy.

5)  Use climate-smart materials management,

6) Implement climebe-smart land use,

7) Enhence community resilience ta climste change.

8) Support agreen innovetion econamy.

9) Infarm and ingpire the public,

} Engage in an evolving process of climate sction.
2018 Minutes
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NEW LEBANON PRESENTS

NEW LEBANON
COMPOSTS!

IN NEW YORK STATE, 3.9 MILLION TONS OF
FOOD ENDS UP IN LANDFILLS EACH YEAR.

In landfills, food slowly decays and produces
methane, a greenhouse gas that contributes to
climate change.

Composting is a way to use that food waste to grow
more healthy food, and to produce less methane.

HOW DO | COMPOST?

Our town compost is vegan - this means that we
can accept any plant based products, but no
meat, dairy, eggs, fats, or oils. All you need is a
small bin with a top for your own counter - keep
all your food scraps in there, then drop them off
at the community garden when full.

ey NO:

* Fruits ‘ ‘ * Meat, fish,

* Vegetables shellfish, meat
» Coffee Grounds POST products

* Grass clippings \ C’OM * Dairy products
* Sawdust ‘ * Oil/fat

* Dried Leaves | —— * Eggs

WHERE DO | COMPOST?

Our composting site is at the Community Garden

S

Low-cost compost buckets are available at local businesses and online

& “'%% '
\ NEWYORK | Climate Smart
\ /’ OPPORTUNITY. Communities
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ATHANKSGIVING EVENT

SUNDAY | NOVEMBER 22, 2020

STARTS AT 11 AM

LEBANON VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT
523 RTE 20, NEW LEBANON, NY 12125

You are invited with your family to visit

The Free Store Giveaway Event

to shop for clothes, shoes, toys, and more all for free.
Please wear a mask and don't forget to bring your own
recyclable shopping bags .

We will be observing social distancing measures and admitting
attendees cautiously.

YOU CAN ALSO HELP BY VOLUNTEERING AND/OR DONATING.
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ZINEB & SARA:
917-935-5225 | NLFREESTORE@GMAIL.COM













Based on review of climate models, identify top hazards for
community,

determine:
* Exposure
* Sensitivity
* Adaptive Capacity

7. Enhance community resilience to climate change.

' Bronze Priority i Silver Priority
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* THIS ACTION HAS VARIABLE POINTS: 4, 8, 16 » COMPETITIVE FUNDING AVAILABLE




Climate Smart
Communities
New Lebanon, NY

Climate Smart Communities,
New Lebanon, NY

OIrDBELIC
@ Public group : 66 members

About Discussion Announcements Rooms Members Events Media Q gee
@ What's on your mind, Steve? About
This is the official Town of New Lebanon, NY
E¥ Room lﬂ Photo/Video &0 Tag People Climate Smart Communities Facebook group.

This is an informational page only and not for
commenting... See More

Announcement - 1 See Al S Public
Anyone can see who's in the group and what
1
Steve Powers . sy post
‘Wie O Admin @ Visible

-September 293t 851 PM-Q Anyone can find this group.

Welcome to the Climate Smart Communities Facebook group for the
Town of New Lebanon! Please invite your local friends to join us so Q@ New Lebanon, New York
they can get zll the New Lebanon updates. Thanks!

o Anne Powers, Peg Munves and S others Seen by 37 # General Group

o) Like & Share

Recent Media

You turned off commenting for this post.

g limate Smart
ommunities

b
_:__- ow Lebanon, NY ‘H

New Activity ¥

Steve Powers o
e O Admin

October 163t 4:49PM-Q




Buy Local/Buy Green

Climate Smart Communities News:

New Lebanon Farmer's Market All Year Long!

LOCAL IS GREEN

Even though your own garden may be frozen solid, you
can still find fresh vegetables by going to
newlebanonfarmersmarket.com.

The website offers a selection of produce, breads, cheeses, and / /
meats, all produced in the New Lebanon area, which can be qey /( / /7"/ af
delivered or picked up in town on Thursdays and Sundays.

By supporting this local food system, you are providing for the
health of our rural community as well as your own health. Buy
Local, Buy Green!

Besides, the offerings are delicious, varied, and sometimes surprising — have you ever New Lebanon NY
tried tetsukabuto squash?

#ClimateSmartCommunities #NewLebanonFarmersMarket #FreshLocalFood
#BuyLocalBuyGreen




Community Solar Program
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AMPION

RENEWABLE ENERGY

~

Clean, renewable energy for everyone

New Lebanon is partnering with Ampion Renewable Energy to provide
residents with the opportunity to save money on electricity costs and support
clean energy in NY.

For every New Lebanon resident who signs up for this money-saving and
environmentally-friendly program, Ampion will contribute $100 towards a fund
to help pay for solar panels for Town Hall. The solar panels will cut costs for
the Town, while providing green energy to power our municipal buildings.

Ampion has been vetted by both the state Clean Energy Communities
program and the New Lebanon Climate Smart Communities Task Force. The
opportunity is voluntary and will not result in increased costs.

Enter your email address and zip code to get started

B4 Email Address 9 Zip Code m

LEARN MORE
A4

- 3 n—-'l— 2




Town Hall
Lighting
Upgrades
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MARCH 11, 2021

NL becomes certified Climate Smart Community

NEW LEBANON—Though it
was difficult to do via Zoom,
members of the New Lebanon
Climate Smart Communities
Task Force shared a moment
of satisfaction at their latest
meeting when Chair Steve
Powers announced that their
work had made New Lebanon
the first town in Columbia
County to earn Bronze certifi-
cation from the New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation’s “Climate Smart
Communities” program.
This program is the state’s
approach to getting communi-
ties to think about and act on

reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, increasing clean energy
sources, and building more
resilient communities. Towns
that join the program are given
lists of environmentally benefi-
cial measures, from changing
the light bulbs in government
buildings to distributing com-
posting information. Each
action is worth a certain num-
ber of points. A list of the 130
points worth of actions that
New Lebanon completed to
win certification is available at
climatesmart.ny.gov.
Chair Powers reflected that
the Task Force was “fortunate

to have great patrons in Town
Supervisor Tistrya Houghtling
and the Town Board who sup-
ported us at every step of the
way. We are thrilled the DEC
recognized the hard work put in
by a motivated group of volun-
teers who care about their town
and the environment. Special
thanks to our Task Force, our
advisor Marc Anthonisen, who
is currently earning a Masters in
Public Administration from the
Cornell Institute of Public
Affairs, and our liaison to the
DEC Jill Falchi-Henck. In addi-
tion to striving for Silver, we
hope to mentor neighboring

communities so they too can
achieve Bronze.”

Supervisor Tistrya
Houghtling said, in a press
release, “As Town Clerk I
worked hard to get New
Lebanon designated as a Clean
Energy Community and it is
such an accomplishment for us
now to also be a Climate Smart
Community with Bronze status.
The actions the town is taking
through these programs benefit
our community in so many
ways: decreasing our environ-
mental impacts, saving tax dol-
lars, and providing free bikes,
clothing, etc for our community

members. I especially want to
thank our CSC chair, Steve
Powers and our CSC advisor,
Marc Anthonisen for their
extensive time and effort in
helping us achieve bronze sta-
tus in record time.”

This certification provides
the town higher scores on grant
applications for some state
funding programs and stream-
lined access to resources, train-
ing, tools and expert guidance.

The Task Force has already
embarked on actions to earn
the 300 points needed for Silver
certification.

Partv is rnnine for one of the

Casev. Current Valatie Mayor

Cuomo moved village elections



Summary

Critical success factors Road to Silver

* Small scale town e Community GHG
* Appropriate messaging inventory

* Amazing volunteers * EV charger

* Resilience planning



