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2010 Census and ACS

• 2010 Census was a “short form” census ONLY, focusing on 
counting the U.S. population for congressional 
apportionment and legislative redistricting. Questions on 
age, sex, race, Hispanic origin, relationship to head, & 
housing tenure

• The socioeconomic data are now collected in the ACS



ACS Variables

**Computer Ownership & Internet Access – New for 2013



The ACS Sample - reliability

• ACS samples 3.5 million addresses each year – 2.2 million final 
interviews

• As a result, the ACS needs to combine data from multiple 
years to produce reliable numbers for small geographic areas

• ACS publishes Margins of Error (MOEs) to let users know how 
reliable estimates are

Example:
Income of $60,000
has MoE of $5,000
Could be as high as $65,000
Could be as low as $55,000



What are acceptable levels of relative reliability 
when using ACS estimates?

Remember:
Income of $60,000
with CV of 20 percent
has MoE of +/-$20,000

“CVs of 10-12 percent or less are often accepted as a reasonable standard of 
precision for an estimate.”

– Using the American Community Survey: Benefits and Challenges, 2007

“While there is no hard-and-fast rule, for the purposes of this handbook, 
estimates with CVs of more than 15 percent are considered cause for caution 
when interpreting patterns in the data.”

– Census Bureau’s ACS Compass Handbook Series, 2009
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Reliability of ACS Poverty Data
Across Tracts of Varying Size
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Neighborhood Tabulation Areas (NTAs)

New York City

Neighborhood Tabulation Areas or NTAs, are 

aggregations of census tracts that are subsets of 

New York City's 55 Public Use Microdata Areas 

(PUMAs). Primarily due to these constraints, 

NTA boundaries and their associated names may 

not definitively represent neighborhoods.
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of Census Tracts

NTAs

NYC Count = 188

Median Population = 36,600

Median # HUs = 15,100

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2006-2010 Summary File

Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning



Coefficients of Variation (CV) for Population Living Below Poverty

New York City Census Tracts & Neighborhoods (NTAs), 2008-2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey-Summary File
Population Division-New York City Department of City Planning

CV<20%
20.1% of all tracts

N=2,168

CV<20%
94.7% of all NTAs

N=188



New York City
Census FactFinder







Selected Census Tracts: Manhattan 169, 173, 175, 179



Selected Census Tracts: Manhattan 169, 173, 175, 179



Key Benefits &
Looking to the Future



1. Aggregate statistics on the fly for custom study areas

2. Clearly addresses issues of ACS data reliability

3. New York City specific

4. One of a kind

Key Benefits to NYC Census FactFinder



1. Annual data update and expanded content

2. Targeted visualizations?

3. Longitudinal socioeconomics?

Looking to the Future



Web Link and Feedback

• New York City Census FactFinder: 

www.nyc.gov/cff

• NYC Census Factfinder Feedback email address: 

CFF_DL@planning.nyc.gov

http://www.nyc.gov/cff

