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In This Issue of Capital District 
Data

2015 Population Estimates & Components 
of Change!
 Find out how the population has grown 
and how the Capital Region stacks up to the 
rest of Upstate New York.

CDRPC Launches new online mapping tool 
CDRPC Census Mapper!
 If a picture speaks a thousands words, 
how many words does a good map speak? 
Explore your community’s demographics 
with the aid of CDRPC Census Mapper.

School Finances for the 2014 Fiscal Year
 School district fi nances are now avail-
able through the 2014 fi scal year. View the 
fi nancial details of the Region’s schools.

CDRPC Working with Albany’s Hill 
Towns on Demographic Study
 See how CDRPC can assist you with 
your community’s demographic questions.

And, as always, Regional CPI and 
Labor Force Participation.

CAPITAL  DISTRICT

Regional
Planning
Commission

The Capital Region’s population growth of 
1.5% was below that of the State’s 2.2%

Saratoga and Albany counties saw the 
highest growth in the Region with 3.0% & 
1.7% respectively.

Rensselaer and Schenectady counties saw 
their populations remain relatively un-
changed since 2010.

Saratoga County was the only county to see 
positive international and domestic 
migration. 

The Region is seeing international migra-
tion compensate for declines stemming 
from domestic out-migration.

Rensselaer County’s birth to death ratio is 
the weakest in the Region at 1.14:1.

Schenectady County’s birth to death ratio 
is strong, but is barely covering lopsided 
ratios in out-migration

Albany County’s growth compares favor-
ably to that of the other Upstate counties 
with a major city.

Saratoga and Albany counties rank in the 
top ten of New York State’s fastest growing 
counties.

The Capital Region’s population since 2010 
has increased by over 12,000 (1.5%).

2010 to 2015 Population Change

http://cdrpc.org/data/population/estimates/
http://cdrpc.org/maps/
http://cdrpc.org/data/economic/school-district-finance/
http://cdrpc.org/data/regional-indicators/
http://cdrpc.org/data/consumer-and-producer-price-index/
http://cdrpc.org/data/labor-force/


Capital Region Population & Components of Change
With the release of the 2015 population estimates 
from the Census Bureau, the Capital Region’s 
population growth continues its upward trend. 
The population estimates for the counties include 
a detailed overview of the components of change- 
that is, the factors that result in the population 
change. These components comprise the number 
of births & deaths, as well as the domestic and 
foreign migration, into the counties. While the 
Census does produce these estimates on an an-
nual basis, the broader trend since 2010 allows for 
a more accurate understanding of the trends in 
population. 

In 2010, the Region’s estimated population was 
837,969. Since that time, the population has 
steadily trended upwards, and in 2015 is estimat-
ed at 850,500; an increase of 12,531 (1.5%). Since 
2010, there has been virtually no change in the 
distribution of the population amongst the four 
counties. In 2015, Albany County continues to be 
the most populace county, accounting for 36.4% 
of the Region’s population; followed by Saratoga 
County with 26.6%. Rensselaer and Schenectady 
counties account for 18.8% and 18.2% of the Re-
gion’s population respectively. What little change 
has occurred in the distribution of the Region’s 
population has occurred in Rensselaer and 

Schenectady counties. From 2010 to 2015 Rens-
selaer’s share of the population has declined from 
19.0% to 18.8%, while Schenectady’s fell from 
18.5% to 18.2%, but these account for declines of 
.95% and 1.55% respectively, hardly a titanic shift 
in population distribution. Albany and Saratoga 
counties absorbed the slight shifts in the shares of 
the populations equally. 

Between 2010 and 2015, the Region’s growth has 
been driven by a combination of positive birth to 
death ratios, as well as international migration. 
The Region has an internal birth to death ratio 
of 1.2:1, that means that for every death in the 
Region there were 1.2 children born. For the fi ve-
year period, the Region saw 46,610 births, with 
38,901 deaths, for a net change of 7,709. Mean-
while, international migration into the Region 
accounted for 13,341 additional people, while 
domestic migration resulted in a net loss of 7,624 
people; therefore, the net migration for the Re-
gion was 5,717. In total, while the Region’s popu-
lation growth of 12,531 is split 61.5% to 38.5% in 
favor of the natural infl uences, a sizable minority 
of the growth is coming from international migra-
tion. With the Region losing residents to 
domestic migration, it is essential that interna-
tional migration remain strong. 
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2010 
Estimate

Births Deaths International 
Migration

Domestic 
Migration

2015 
Estimate

154,721

9,394

-7,895

1,980

-3,388
154,604

Schenectady County Components of  Population Change (2010-2015)

Of the counties, Saratoga’s population increased 
the most, since 2010 growing 3.0% to 226,249. Of 
the four counties, Saratoga has the strongest birth 
to death ratio of roughly 1.3:1, recording 11,769 
births to 9,057 deaths. Of the four counties, it 
alone recorded positive international and domes-
tic migration. Albany County recorded the second 
greatest growth in the Region with its population 
increasing 1.7% to 309,391. Albany recorded one 
of the weaker births to deaths ratio in the Region 
at 1.17:1. International migration fueled Albany’s 
growth more than any of the other three counties 
combined, accounting for 55.4% of the Region’s 
total international migrants. Rensselaer County 
saw its population increase only slightly from 
2010 to 2015, increasing just half a percentage 
point. Of the four counties, it recorded the weak-
est birth to death ratio at 1.14:1. This weak ratio 
was nearly offset entirely by a net loss in popula-
tion due to migration, with domestic migration 
accounting for a larger loss in population than 
international migration made up for. Meanwhile, 
Schenectady County’s population remained virtu-
ally fl at. Technically, the 2015 estimate shows a 
decline of one tenth of a percent from 2010, but in 
the context of population estimates, that should 
be viewed as fl at. While Schenectady recorded 
the second strongest birth to death ratio at 1.19:1, 
it was completely negated by the most lopsided 
migration defi cit in the Region. Gains in interna-
tional migration failed to offset losses in domestic 
migration, leaving the County with a sharp mi-
gration defi cit. 

To help give context to the changes in population 
of the Region, it was decided to compare Albany 
County to several other Upstate counties, includ-
ing Erie, Monroe, Oneida, and Onondaga. These 
counties were chosen because they are home to 
Upstate’s largest cities (Buffalo, Rochester, Utica, 
and Syracuse) and their surrounding suburbs. 
While Albany County’s population growth of 
1.7% would be classifi ed as “middling” on a gen-
erous day by some of the fastest growing counties 
in the country, by Upstate’s standards Albany’s 
growth could give someone whiplash. None of 
the other four counties in Upstate had growth 
of even 1% from 2010 to 2015. Monroe County 
led the way with growth of 0.7%, while Oneida 
County came in last with a population decline of 
1.0%. Onondaga and Erie counties, meanwhile, 
managed to tread water, with population growths 
of 0.3% and 0.4% respectively. Albany County’s 
growth of 1.7% put it slightly below the State’s 
2.2%. Of New York State’s 62 Counties, the fastest 
growing from 2010 to 2015 was King’s County, 
with 5.3% growth. The Capital Region accounted 
for two counties in the top 10, with Saratoga 
County ranking 7th, and Albany County ranking 
9th.

Population estimates by minor civil division will 
be available in May and will be posted on the 
CDRPC website. They will also appear in the next 
issue of Capital District Data. For current popula-
tion estimates, please visit us at 
http://cdrpc.org/data/population/estimates/



CDRPC is expanding upon its long tradition of 
mapping demographic data with its new online 
program called CDRPC Census Mapper. This pro-
gram is accessible through a web browser and al-
lows the user to create customized thematic maps 
for the entire Capital Region Economic Develop-
ment Council region, (Albany, Columbia, Green, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, and 
Washington, counties). 

Over forty different data sets are available for the 
eight-county region based on the 2010 Census, 
which are classifi ed in the following data catego-
ries:
•         Population
•         Race
•         Housing

Over two hundred data sets are available for the 
four counties of Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 
and Schenectady, and in addition to the above 
categoies includes:

•         Income 
•         Transportation
•         Immigration
•         Education
•         Employment

For the four-county region, data is available from 
the 2005-09 and 2010-14 American Community 
Surveys. Historic building permit and popula-
tion projection data is also available. Depending 
on the data set, maps can be created at the census 
block, census tract, minor civil division and/or 
county level. 

CDRPC Census Mapper enables users to create 
individual thematic maps, compare side by side 
maps, contrast demographic change over time, 
determine the population within a defi ned radius, 
and much more. The application provides user 
the ability to download the data and maps they 
create. CDRPC Census Mapper is a valuable tool 
for anyone that is interested in building their own 
customized maps. For Census Mapper, and all of 
CDRPC’s maps, please visit us at http://cdrpc.org/
maps/ or contact Todd at Todd@cdrpc.org

Local governments and school district are re-
quired to submit annual fi nancial reports to the 
N.Y.S. Comptroller’s Offi ce, which is also re-
sponsible for designing the report forms and the 
uniform system of accounts upon which they are 
based. Periodic examinations of local government 
accounts are conducted by municipal examiners, 
who not only check internal controls, State com-
pliance, and fi nancial reporting, but also assist 
localities in improving fi nancial management 
procedures. 

Data extracted from budgets, annual fi nancial 
reports, and other documents from local govern-
ments are published in the Special Report on 
Municipal Affairs that the Comptroller submits 
to the Legislature annually. The annual fi nancial 
data and information from other sources have un-
dergone rigorous desk review, statistical compari-
sons, and computer edit checks, to assure validity 
prior to publication. 

The data presented here is a statistical overview 
and not intended to provide detailed accounting 
or legal information concerning the fi nances, or fi -
nancial condition, of the local school districts. For 
example, the fact that a school district has expen-
ditures in excess of revenues does not necessarily 
indicate that school district expenses operations 
and capital costs, and other fi nancing sources 
such as borrowings and appropriations of fund 
balances. These are not classifi ed as revenues and 
may account for apparent shortfalls. 

For a complete history of the Capital Region’s 
school fi nances, please visit CDRPC at http://cdrpc.
org/data/economic/school-district-fi nance/. There you 
will fi nd information on school fi nances since 
1997.

CDRPC Census Mapper- You are an 
Expert Map Maker

School District Finances
Fiscal Year 2014

http://cdrpc.org/maps/
http://cdrpc.org/maps/
http://cdrpc.org/data/economic/school-district-finance/
http://cdrpc.org/data/economic/school-district-finance/
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Unadjusted CPI Mar 15 Apr 15 May 15 Jun 15 Jul 15 Aug 15 Sept 15 Oct 15 Nov 15 Dec 15 Jan 16 Feb 16 Mar 16
U.S. City Average 236.1 236.6 237.8 238.6 238.7 238.3 237.9 237.8 237.3 236.5 236.9 237.1 238.1
Northeast Urban Average 251.5 251.8 252.8 253.6 253.4 252.9 252.9 252.5 252.6 251.7 251.7 252.3 252.9

% Change From Same 
Month in Previous Year

Mar 14- 
Mar 15

Apr 14-
Apr 15

May 14- 
May 15

Jun 14- 
Jun15

Jul 14- Jul 
15

Aug 14-
Aug 15

Sept 14-
Sept 15

Oct 14-
Oct 15

Nov 14-
Nov 15

Dec  14-
Dec 15

Jan 15-
Jan 16

Feb 15-
Feb 16

Mar 15-
Mar 16

U.S. City Average -0.1% -0.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.2% 0.5% 0.7% 1.4% 1.0% 0.9%
Northeast Urban Average -0.4% -0.3% -0.3% 0.0% -0.2% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% 0.3% 0.5% 0.7% 0.7% 0.5%

Lucille McKnight, Chair
Rocco A. Ferraro, AICP, Executive Director
Daniel M. Harp Jr., Senior Planner & Editor

Source:  U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 1982-84 = 100 Note:  Data is NOT Seasonally Adjusted

One Park Place, Suite 102, Albany, New York  12205
Phone:  518-453-0850 E-mail:  cdrpc@cdrpc.org
Fax:  518-453-0856 Web Site:  http://cdrpc.org

Source:  New York State Department of Labor, and the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics                                                                      Figures in 1,000s

Employment, Unemployment, & Unemployment Rates

 Consumer Price Index 2014-15 Percent Change in CPI: 0.119%

Employment Mar 15 Apr 15 May 15 Jun 15 Jul 15 Aug 15 Sep 15 Oct 15 Nov 15 Dec 15 Jan 16 Feb 16 Mar 16

Albany County 149.5 150.7 151.6 152.6 151.9 151.5 150.3 151.8 151.8 151.6 151.6 152.3 152.6

Rensselaer County 77.1 77.8 78.2 78.8 78.5 78.2 77.2 78.0 78.0 77.9 77.9 78.3 78.4

Saratoga County 110.1 111.2 111.8 112.7 112.0 111.8 110.8 112.0 112.0 111.8 111.9 112.5 112.7

Schenectady County 72.1 72.7 73.1 73.6 73.1 73.1 72.4 73.1 73.1 73.0 73.0 73.3 73.5

Capital Region 408.8 412.4 414.7 417.7 415.5 414.6 410.7 414.9 414.9 414.3 414.4 416.4 417.2

Unemployment Mar 15 Apr 15 May 15 Jun 15 Jul 15 Aug 15 Sep 15 Oct 15 Nov 15 Dec 15 Jan 16 Feb 16 Mar 16

Albany County 6.7 6.7 7.0 7.4 7.7 6.8 6.7 6.4 6.3 6.2 7.0 6.7 6.5

Rensselaer County 4.0 3.7 3.7 3.8 4.1 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.5 3.5 4.0 3.9 3.7

Saratoga County 5.1 4.8 4.8 4.8 5.0 4.5 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.5 5.1 5.0 4.8

Schenectady County 3.7 3.5 3.6 3.7 4.0 3.6 3.5 3.3 3.2 3.2 3.6 3.5 3.4

Capital Region 19.5 18.7 19.1 19.7 20.8 18.6 18.4 17.7 17.5 17.4 19.7 19.1 18.4

Unemployment Rates Mar 15 Apr 15 May 15 Jun 15 Jul 15 Aug 15 Sep 15 Oct 15 Nov 15 Dec 15 Jan 16 Feb 16 Mar 16

Albany County 4.3% 4.3% 4.4% 4.6% 4.8% 4.3% 4.4% 4.0% 4.0% 3.9% 4.4% 4.2% 4.1%

Rensselaer County 4.9% 4.5% 4.5% 4.6% 4.9% 4.5% 4.5% 4.2% 4.2% 4.3% 4.9% 4.7% 4.6%

Saratoga County 4.4% 4.1% 4.1% 4.1% 4.2% 3.9% 4.0% 3.8% 3.9% 3.9% 4.4% 4.3% 4.1%

Schenectady County 4.8% 4.6% 4.7% 4.8% 5.2% 4.7% 4.6% 4.3% 4.2% 4.2% 4.7% 4.6% 4.4%

Capital Region 4.6% 4.3% 4.4% 4.5% 4.8% 4.3% 4.3% 4.1% 4.0% 4.0% 4.5% 4.4% 4.2%
New York State 5.8% 5.5% 5.3% 5.3% 5.4% 5.0% 4.8% 4.7% 4.8% 4.7% 5.4% 5.4% 5.2%
United States 5.6% 5.1% 5.3% 5.5% 5.6% 5.2% 4.9% 4.8% 4.8% 4.8% 5.3% 5.2% 5.1%

CAPITAL  DISTRICT

Regional
Planning
Commission

Demographic studies are one of the services that 
CDRPC offers communities of the Capital Region. 
These studies help a community better under-
stand their demographic composition, how it has 
shifted over the years, and how it may change in 
the future. By better understanding these demo-
graphic shifts, communities can more effectively 
plan for the future.

CDRPC has recently begun a project to provide a 
demographic study to each of Albany County’s 
Hill Towns. These studies will provide a review of 

how the demographics of each town have shifted, 
and how those shifts compare to shifts at the 
Regional, County, State, and National levels. Data 
includes, but is not limited to, population; median 
household income; household type; educational 
attainment; and many more.

For more information on how CDRPC can assist 
you with better understanding demographics, 
please contact Dan at 453-0850, or at 
dan@cdrpc.org.

CDRPC Working with Albany’s Hill Towns on Demographic Study


