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IRS Migration Data for the Capital District

Derivation of the Data

The two primary factors considered in producing
population estimates are natural growth (the net
difference between births and deaths) and migration.
While birth and death statistics are available from the
New York State Department of Health, the primary
source for migration data is the Internal Revenue
Service. Using the information collected from federal
tax returns, the IRS prepares annual tables showing
both in- and out-migration pgures for each county
in the nation.

Since individuals are required to identify their
primary residence on their federal tax returns, the
Internal Revenue Service is able to compare the
addresses submitted on an annual basis and generate
data on the relocation patterns of tax plers migrating
in to or out of a particular county. For enumeration
purposes, each individual return is considered a
ohousehold,6 while the number of exemptions is used
as a proxy for the number of persons. Since the data
are associated with tax returns, the IRS is also able to

calculate the aggregate taxable income reported by
each ohousehold.6
Data Qualipcations

Federal tax returns, unlike those of the State, do
not list the pleris county of residence, so there will
be signipcant (but consistent over time) errors in
assigning returns to counties based on their zip codes.
Since returns are matched using the social security
number of the primary (prst-listed) taxpayer, any
errors in that number by either the tax-payer or IRS
will lead to errors in identifying county migrants and
non-migrants (i.e., recently relocated residents versus
those who have resided in a county for at least two
consecutive tax years).

The number of exemptions on an individuals tax
return in consecutive years may vary due to births,
deaths, marriages, divorces, and dependents whose
changed status no longer allows them to be claimed
as exemptions. The data only include tax returns
where the primary taxpayerfs social security number
was matched to a previous yearis primary taxpayer:
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prst-time tax plers are not included. Finally, the data
do not include residents who did not ple tax returns
or were not claimed as exemptions on another county

residentis tax return.

For instance, IRS reported

605,401 total exemptions for the Region in 2000, which
represented only 76.2% of the U.S. Census Bureauis

2000 total population for the Region of 794,293.
Accordingly, in the table, charts, and diagrams which
follow, it should be carefully noted that the IRS
migration pgures refer only to taxpayers and their
dependents, and their aggregate, inyation-adjusted,
taxable income.

IRS Taxpayer & Dependent Migration Data

IRS Aggregate Total Money Income Migration Data

Albany County 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Remained In County 219,423 221,408| 220,556 224,891 226,266 $5,880,203 | $6,109,158 | $6,237,293 | $6,124,427 | $6,034,479
Net Migration From (+) or To (-)
Rensselaer County 51 -39 -98 -106 -168 $2,143 $4,096 $882 ($787) ($8,227)
Saratoga County -506 -532 -498 -440 -516 ($16,417) ($20,166) ($10,657) ($14,942) ($18,196)
Schenectady County -123 -227 -218 -353 -43 ($3,305) ($923) ($5,045) ($4,252) ($2,988)
Outside the Region -902 -232 -230 1,024 997 ($34,886) ($43,837) ($51,357) ($36,353) ($3,356)
Net Migration -1,480]  -1,030|  -1,044 125 270 ($52,466) ($60,831) ($66,178) ($56,335) ($32,767)
Rensselaer County 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Remained In County 116,388 117,137| 116,373| 118,049| 118,471 $2,548,375 | $2,629,720 | $2,713,069 | $2,668,744 | $2,668,126
Net Migration From (+) or To (-)
Albany County -51 39 98 106 168 ($2,143) ($4,096) ($882) $787 $8,227
Saratoga County -312 -108 -178 -20 -219 ($7,015) ($3,363) ($5,588) ($3,073) ($5,021)
Schenectady County -6 -42 -47 -66 -26 $378 ($1,523) $533 ($1,234) ($501)
Outside the Region -649 -97 -133 26 410 ($26,065) ($10,530) ($19,145) ($7,939) $3,706
Net Migration -1,018 -208 -260 46 333 ($34,844) ($19,511) ($25,082) ($11,459) $6,411
Saratoga County 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Remained In County 158,740 161,597| 161,946 166,736 170,168 $3,918,411 $4,156,013 $4,282,580 $4,280,701 $4,410,494
Net Migration From (+) or To (-)
Albany County 506 532 498 440 516 $16,417 $20,166 $10,657 $14,942 $18,196
Rensselaer County 312 108 178 20 219 $7,015 $3,363 $5,588 $3,073 $5,021
Schenectady County 501 427 387 209 269 $15,101 $12,880 $17,242 $10,433 $10,295
Outside the Region -175 661 675 824 944 ($18,216) $10,629 $6,752 $16,380 $21,676
Net Migration 1,144 1,728 1,738 1,493 1,948 $20,317 $47,038 $40,239 $44,828 $55,188
Schenectady County 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Remained In County 106,853| 107,338| 106,296| 108,081 109,088 $2,646,954 | $2,777,704 | $2,765,366 | $2,668,921 | $2,635,169
Net Migration From (+) or To (-)
Albany County 123 227 218 353 43 $3,305 $923 $5,045 $4,252 $2,988
Rensselaer County 6 42 47 66 26 ($378) $1,523 ($533) $1,234 $501
Saratoga County -501 -427 -387 -209 -269 ($15,101) ($12,880) ($17,242) ($10,433) ($10,295)
Outside the Region -821 -692 -542 112 258 ($65,306) ($53,259) ($44,739) ($17,474) ($27,424)
Net Migration -1,193 -850 -664 322 58 ($77,480) ($63,694) ($57,468) ($22,420) ($34,230)
Capital District 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Remained In Region 601,404| 607,480 605,171 617,757 623,993 $14,993,942 | $15,672,594 | $15,998,308 | $15,742,793 | $15,748,268
Immigration 19,826 20,685 25,082 22,586 22,136 $452,325 $480,957 $616,515 $522,409 $481,566
Emigration 22,373 21,045 25,312 20,600 19,527 $596,798 $577,954 $725,004 $567,795 $486,964
Net Migration -2,547 -360 -230 1,986 2,609 ($144,473) ($96,997)|  ($108,489) ($45,386) ($5,398)

Source: U.S. Dept. of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service.

Income in 1,000s of 2002 Constant Dollars.
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Albany County Net Migration of Taxpayers &
Dependents and Aggregate Constant-Dollar Income
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Rensselaer County Net Migration of Taxpayers &
Dependents and Aggregate Constant-Dollar Income
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Saratoga County Net Migration of Taxpayers &
Dependents and Aggregate Constant-Dollar Income

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
N
=

o

i ER N
LRI NIERIE I ||
Q< SIS o || €]
— — (||| D

g —

|| ™

- o

(9]
&

Schenectady County Net Migration of Taxpayers &
Dependents and Aggregate Constant-Dollar Income
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